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A Shared Problem

Global warming will aff ect all parts of 
the planet. People in temperate zones
may benefi t from milder winters, more
abundant rainfall, and expanding crop
production zones. But people in other
areas could suff er from increased heat
waves, coastal erosion, rising sea level,
more erratic rainfall, and droughts. 

Low-lying islands and coastal areas
are already being lost, whilst some
entire ecosystems (e.g. polar habitats,
many wetlands and some forest areas) 
are likely to be relegated to history.
Agriculture and fi sheries will be 
permanently altered. Pests and diseases
will arrive in new countries where they 
were not previously known.

Scientists are increasingly alarmed at
the speed of this change. It seems that 
some trends (e.g. melting of sea ice and
thawing of permafrost) are accelerating
other changes – so called ‘feedback 
loops’.

It is clear we need to act – now!

CUT A TONNE IN 21 CAMPAIGN

This new campaign is encouraging
everyone in Norfolk to make a cut in 
their carbon emissions of 10% during
2021 to coincide with the COP 26
summit in Glasgow in November.  Not
only will it benefi t the planet – but you
can also save money!

The Paris Accord - 2016

The Paris Agreement is an international
treaty signed by nearly 200 countries
to limit average global warming to less
than 2 degrees Celsius (but preferably
less than 1.5 degrees) by the end of this 
century. Essentially this means altering
human activities to limit the release
of so-called ‘greenhouse gases’ to the 
atmosphere.

For more see: https://www.gov.uk/p g
guidance/climate-change-explainedg g p

Carbon Footprints

The term “carbon footprint” is often 
used as shorthand for the amount 
of carbon (usually in tonnes) being
emitted by an activity or organization.
You can also calculate your own 
personal or household footprint. 

Carbon footprints are an important 
component of our ‘Ecological Footprint’ 
– which, simply put, is the measure of 
how many resources we consume, and 
the waste we produce, compared to
how fast natural processes can replace 
the resources and absorb the waste.

We are not all equal

There are 7.5 billion people on the
planet, but we don’t all use resources 
and produce waste at the same rate. In 
Britain, our average carbon footprint is 
estimated to be 8–9 tonnes per annum.
The world average is 4.7 tonnes. The 
average footprint in many African 
countries is tiny. The carbon dioxide
they produce in a year, we, on average,
produce in a fortnight! 

WELCOME to our fi rst North
Runcton ‘Low Carbon’
newsletter. 

North Runcton Parish 
Council have joined a Norfolk 
-wide initiative to promote
climate action initiatives in
every household. In coming
months we will be promoting
ideas that can help each and
every one of us reduce our
personal ‘carbon footprint’. 

This issue briefl y summarises 
some of the main issues,
explains the ‘carbon footprint’ 
concept and introduces you
to the GIKI carbon footprint 
calculator – which we urge
everyone to try out.

NRPC will be supporting the
‘Cut a Tonne in 21’ campaign
and networking with other
Councils and groups to share 
good ideas about how we 
can all achieve this.

We will also be interested to
hear the views and ideas of 
residents – so please follow 
us on the Parish Council
Website, our new Instagram 
site (fi nd link at website),
or through our meeting
minutes and at our public
meetings (as soon as we can
hold them again!).
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Start an Action Plan!

Most of us will be able to make
some ‘quick wins’.  Driving less? 
Insulating our homes better? Eating
less meat? Turning off  household 
appliances when not in use? These 
should all be achievable for most
of us. 

By following the GIKI link on this
newsletter you will be able to 
start to calculate your own carbon
footprint and identify ways you
might reduce it. 

NEXT NEWSLETTER

For the rest of this year NRPC will
be producing newsletters to help
you identify more ideas to live more
sustainably.

Our February newsletter will be
about food and cutting food waste.
This information is also available on
the Parish website:

https://northrunctonpc.norfolkpar-p p p
ishes.gov.uk/g

Thought for the month…

“The truth is - the natural world is
changing. And we are totally

 dependent on that world.
 It provides our food, water and air.

It is the most precious thing we 

have and we need to defend it.”

David Attenborough

What is a ‘sustainable’ carbon 
footprint? 

How much carbon might we each
‘acceptably’ produce whilst halting
global warming? 

This is very diffi  cult to say. There are 
many variables. What is clear is that 
presently the average Briton has a 
very large carbon footprint – and 
each and every one of us needs to
consider what actions we can take 
to reduce our collective burden on 
the planet. 

CALCULATE YOUR OWN
CARBON FOOTPRINT

We have looked at a few carbon
footprint calculators but GIKI seems 
relevant to the UK, easy to start
using – and it’s quite fun! 

It is FREE and you can quickly learn
what key aspects of your life you
might be able to change in
order to cut your CO2 emissions. 
All you need is internet access. Go 
to https://giki.earth/p g and set up an/
account.

You can then go back any time and 
explore diff erent ways in which you
might reduce your carbon footprint.
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