
 

 

North Runcton Parish Council 

 
Minutes of the North Runcton Annual Parish (Residents) Meeting held at the Village Meeting Place  

Tuesday 16
th
 May 2017 7.45pm 

Present: Cllr Rick Morrish (Chair), Cllr Kerry Fuller (Vice Chair), Cllr Ann Towler, Cllr Jeremy Fuller, Cllr Paul 

Yallop, Cllr Gill Sergeant, Cllr Amanda Dobbing, Cllr John Sherry 

39 members of the public were also present 

1. Apologies 

 

Cllr Barry Houchen 

 

2. To accept the minutes of the Annual Residents Meeting held 17
th

 May 2016. 
 

The minutes were accepted and signed by the Chairman. 

 

3. Chairman’s Report 
 

Cllr Morrish read his report as follows; 

The Parish Council has had a busy year with various different initiatives – all of which I think can be 

categorised as ‘trying to manage inevitable change’. Nationally and locally we have a growing, aging 

population, growing car ownership, a push for more housebuilding and shrinking local authority budgets – 

not to mention climate change and the economic uncertainties thrown up by ‘Brexit’. All of this is 

impacting on West Norfolk and North Runcton.  

However, what we must remember is, at the Parish level it is generally our fellow residents, neighbours and 

friends who are effecting these changes – whether by putting land forward for development, building new 

houses or removing trees and hedges. To a great extent a Parish Council has limited powers and resources 

to influence these trends – but what we must aim to do is treat everyone equally and fairly and try to 

encourage that fair-minded approach in others. This approach will hopefully result in getting an acceptable 

outcome for ‘most of the people, most of the time’. 

This is certainly the purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan. This year, after five years of hard work, we 

managed to submit the document to the Borough Council for consultation and it is now being reviewed by 

an independent examiner. We have had praise and support for our document – but the examiner is 

concerned mainly with whether it meets the basic conditions as set out in national government policy. We 

expect she will make some recommendations for revision – but hopefully we can agree these quickly and 

move forward to the final stage of the process which is a local referendum at which you, the parishioners, 

will be asked to vote for the documents’ adoption. 

Neighbourhood Plans are a new idea, and each is unique. For North Runcton and West Winch, (where, as 

you know, the Borough Council support the construction of between 1600 and 3500 new houses with 

associated infrastructure in the next few decades), our main aims are to retain some of the rural character 

that we know and like, ensure successful integration of the new development with the existing settlements 

and to retain and enhance community infrastructure – including public buildings, recreational space, foot 

and cyclepaths to name but some. These are the objectives shaped by you, the residents, over the last few 

years. Once adopted our policies become part of the Local Plan – and we believe it is the best the Parish 

Councils can do to shape the forthcoming development. We hope the referendum will take place later this 

summer and we hope we will gain your strong support for the Plan. 



 

 

In other Planning related news this year – the Borough Council are still developing an Infrastructure 

Delivery Plan for West Winch and North Runcton which will supposedly set out a sustainable programme 

and budget for infrastructure delivery - including roads. They hope to publish this in July. We have been 

told to expect a planning application for 500 dwellings near central West Winch in the next few months, 

which, along with the 1100 already proposed by Hopkins Homes at Constitution Hill, could fulfil the 

Borough plan for 1600 new dwellings by 2026. It should also be noted that the Borough Council have 

recently begun a review of their only just adopted Local Plan. A ‘call for sites’ yielded a number of new 

proposals in North Runcton – including land on New Road, Rectory Lane, off School Lane – and, the 

single largest site in the district, 113 hectares between the A47 and A149. 

Last June FW Properties put forward plans for redevelopment of Church Farm with 18 new houses. We 

have not heard anything further – except they put the land forward in the recent call for new sites. We 

understand development of the 32 log cabins at the Runcton Hall Stables site has begun, although the 

Parish Council has received no notification of this from the applicant. Our solicitor is presently seeking 

clarification of the applicant’s intentions.  

The Parish Council made comments on a number of other mainly domestic applications this year – with 

varying levels of success. This perhaps illustrates the limited power the Parish Council have in influencing 

planning matters – and the potential importance of the Neighbourhood Plan. However, the introduction of 

the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) in February this year, means that in future the Parish Council 

will directly receive a portion of developer contributions when some types of new development receive 

consent. This money must be spent on ‘community infrastructure’. Unfortunately all of the new buildings 

presently underway in the village received consent before CIL was introduced. We hope the new residents 

will eventually contribute to the village in other ways! 

New Projects: The Parish Council has begun several new initiatives this year. Increasing traffic through 

the village and speeding has been a growing problem for many years – especially on New Road and 

Rectory Lane. The Parish Council have been successful in gaining a grant to purchase vehicle activated 

signage which will be erected later this year. Not only do the signs remind drivers of the speed limit – but 

they also record the number of vehicles. We think this will be very useful data for future negotiation with 

the Highways Authorities, as it is likely that rat-running through the village may worsen when work on 

some of the major proposed development commences. 

BT have been removing public phone boxes from across the country. The Parish Council have taken the 

opportunity to purchase our phonebox and we propose to use it as a tiny museum and art gallery. The North 

Runcton Art Club have agreed to assist this project and help manage the space. 

An initiative to enhance the All Saints churchyard and Church Green with bulb planting was well received 

and we had a lovely show of spring flowers. We hope to continue this initiative this autumn and will be 

asking for volunteers to help with planting and suggestions for planting locations. 

We were very pleased to hear that Peter Lemon has purchased the North Runcton Commons this year and 

think that having a local ‘Lord of the Manor’ will assist in improving their management and ongoing 

protection. The Parish Council, who are a commons rights holder, has pledged to help where it can. 

General information about the commons will be posted on the Parish Council website – including minutes 

of rights holder’s meetings. In particular, we will try to promote a responsible approach to walking dogs on 

the commons and to curb dog fouling. The Parish Council erected a new dog bin on Hardwick Common at 

the end of 2016. 

VMP: Our largest new project is a programme to renovate the Village Meeting Place. This very well used 

and important Parish asset has had no significant money spent on it for more than 30 years. We will extend 

the lobby, provide access ramps, renew the kitchen and improve storage space for our growing number of 

hirers. With grants, fundraising and donations we are now 2/3s of the way to raising our target fund for the 



 

 

work - but we still expect to need to take a loan to cover the full cost. I would like to extend my heartfelt 

gratitude to all those Councillors and residents who have donated to the fund or worked hard on fundraising 

events to date. However, I have to add that on the whole I am disappointed by the small number of 

residents that have made direct donations – when this is clearly a facility many of us use and the whole 

Parish will benefit from for many years hence. 

Generally our finance planning has been sound this year and in April we ended the year with a slight 

underspend on our planned budget. We have therefore only set a small increase in the precept for the 

coming year – in line with expected inflation of 2.5%. 

Lastly, we welcomed Lee Stevens onto the Parish Council this year and Lee has already shown he will be a 

useful member of our team. I thank Rachel, our clerk, for her continued hard work and forbearance in her 

role and all the councillors for their support throughout the year. 

4. Finance 

 

Rachel Curtis, Clerk and RFO read out the finance reports as follows; 

At 31
st
 March 2017 the accounts show the Parish Council’s income as £15,913.56 and expenditure of 

£11,525.97.  This leaves a surplus of £4,387.59.  This was largely due to underspends against the budget 

for Election costs and Legal Fees.  All other actual expenditure was in line with the budget.  The 

underspends are now added to the reserves which start the new financial year at £24,099.05 and well within 

the recommended normal range for a Parish Council Reserve (between 3-12 months gross expenditure). 

 

The precept for 17/18 was increased by 2% and has now been credited to the PC account £15,390 together 

with the Borough Council grant of £70. 

 

New expenditure headings added for this new financial year are Asset Management and 50% cost 

contribution for the SAM2 portable speed signs. 

 

The balance in the Village Meeting Place account as at 31
st
 March 2017 is £6,859.75, this has increased by 

£760.38 from the balance at the start of the financial year.  This increase takes into account the payment of 

£5,375 third party finding for the WREN application, and £1,767 income banked by way of donations from 

individuals for the  VMP refurbishment project.  

 

I conclude that finances remain sound, and reserves are sufficient to address any future unexpected or 

capital projects. 

5. Borough Councillors Report 

There were no Borough Councillors present at the meeting. 

The newly elected County Councillor, Graham Middleton was present and he introduced himself by saying 

he will be a full time councillor and will try and attend as many meetings as possible and to contact him 

with any issues that he may be able to help with. 

6. Reports From Community Groups 

 

Buttercups  -  Linda Creed was unable to attend the meeting and sent this report which was read out 

by the Clerk; 

The last year has been another good one for Buttercups:  

* We have 28 children on our register compared with 17 when we first moved to the VMP in January 

2015.  At the moment most sessions are full (this is a first)    



 

 

* 19 children will be leaving in July, so we are actively recruiting for new children to join in September.  

* We are operating with a small surplus which hopefully will buffer the autumn term when numbers are 

lower.  

* Fundraising has been very successful.  We employ a Music Man for half an hour a week by courtesy of 

the West Winch Town Yard Trust.  A further bingo session at West Winch is planned for 22 June.  A 

similar one last year raised £625 which has been channelled in equipment.  We are considering offering a 

weekly dance session with this year’s proceeds.  

* Parents and local people have been very supportive, Christingle and the annual Flower Festival were 

enjoyed by all.   

* The refurbishment of the VMP will be a great bonus to Buttercups, particularly the new heating, kitchen 

and toilets and more storage.  Although there is concern regarding the overrun of work, Buttercups needs to 

be back in the VMP for 25 September.  We can camp out at the Scout Hut for 14 working days but Ofsted 

will not allow us to operate from unregistered premises any longer than that.  So moving back in on 25 

September is critical, otherwise we will have to close.  

* Children and parents remain happy with our setting and the rural location is a real bonus, allowing 

children to be taken for walks to observe the flora and fauna and the changing seasons.  

Lastly I would like to say thank you to Rachel and Rick, for all their help and support over the year and 

their speedy resolution of any issues with the hall.   

Rainbows – Tammy and Sharon were unable to attend the meeting so the Clerk read out the 

following report. 

1
ST

 North Runcton Rainbow Guides 

 Rainbow Guides are the youngest section of the Girl Guide Movement, catering for girls aged 5 – 7 

years.  

 This year Rainbows nationally are celebrating being established for 30years……..our 30
th
 Birthday! 

 Here at North Runcton we have been meeting for 27 years on a Friday evening between 5 & 6pm. 

 We are a small friendly group doing lots of craft, baking, playing games and having lots of fun whilst 

learning important life skills. 

 We base our meetings on the four piece Rainbow “Jigsaw”, Look, Learn, Laugh & Love. Which in turn 

is based on the old fashioned Guide Eight Point Programme, for Rainbows each colour of the rainbow 

has a special meaning ( as illustrated on our board in the VMP) focusing on teaching us to care about 

ourselves, each other and those around us. 

 This term we are working toward the “30
th
 Birthday Badge”, which has a seaside theme. 

 So far we have made woven fish, done bubble painting (which was extremely messy… but brilliant 

fun) and learned several new games and songs. 

 We plan to finish the term with a beach party and visit to the RNLI Lifeboat Station at Old Hunstanton. 

 Thank you for letting us use the VMP for our meetings…. 

  We absolutely love it....  

 It is a wonderful old building with all the facilities we need, as well as the use of the green and lanes 

for walks & nature rambles all on the doorstep. 

 We look forward to many more years here. 

Otter & Hedgie  (Alias. Tammy Churchyard & Sharon Coleman) 

Art Club  -  Denise Coles was present and reported on the following; 

The Club meets on a Wednesday and Thursday afternoon and regard the VMP as their home, their 10 year 

anniversary of meeting with be in January 2018.  The charge is £60 annually which gives 50 cups of 

tea/coffee, 100 biscuits and birthday cake!  The group offers tuition, painting and friendship.  The annual 



 

 

exhibition in November is well attended and the group are excited to be involved in working alongside the 

PC with the ‘art gallery’ project in the phone box. 

Parochial Church Council 

Ken Matthews the Church Warden gave a short report thanking everyone who was involved in the 

fundraiser on Easter Saturday.  The refreshments served at the VMP was a joint venture between the PCC 

and PC and Ken gave a donation of £159 to the VMP restoration fund.  The Church have raised £1,100 so 

far in the ‘sponsor a tile’.  An application has been made to the heritage lottery fund for £204,000 for the 

church roof restoration, the outcome of this should be known in June.  A proposal has been made to the 

Borough Council for the church to be made part of the ‘heritage zone’, discussions are ongoing and 

fundraising continues.  The flower festival will be taking place on 2
nd

 – 4
th
 June and the theme for the 

decorations this year is ‘hymns’.  

Scouts and Guides 

Mary Jackman reported that the 19
th
 King’s Lynn Scout Group, 1

st
 North Runcton Guides and 2

nd
 North 

Runcton Brownies all meet in the scout hut during the week in term time.  The past year has been very 

successful with scouts, cubs and beavers all taking part in camps and trips and also county challenges.  The 

scout group goes from strength to strength thanks to the leaders in place at the moment.  The guide and 

brownie units are thriving giving the girls a very full programme with trips to an activity centre in Norwich 

and plans to take them to Norjam in August.  The Hut in which they meet has had some work done with 

new top windows being installed soon. 

Hopes Charity 

The next committee meeting for this group will be in July. The charity was set up years ago for the relief of 

the poor, Anna Gunn said that it is increasingly difficult to be able to disperse the finds and if anyone has 

ideas to get in touch. 

Cricket Club 

There are 2 Saturday and 2 Sunday teams and 3 youth teams.  There is a new tennis club committee in 

place and they are hoping to attract new members this year. 

7. Plans for the VMP update  

Cllr Morrish reported that talks have begun with contractors and there is a plan available to view in the hall 

tonight.  The aim is to re-roof the building.  Provide a lighter and less damp entrance lobby with more 

storage and a disabled parking space at the front of the building.  Make the front small hall a more useable 

area and refurbish kitchen and toilets. 

 

8. Proposals for ‘North Runcton Art Gallery and Museum’ 

Cllr Morrish explained that the Art Group have agreed to work with the PC on this and to provide paintings 

to be displayed.  The idea is to have a lockable cabinet and a cable hanging display system. 

 

9. Ideas for the North Runcton Commons – with our new ‘Lord of the Manor’, Peter Lemon 
Peter explained that he had purchased the commons from Hanby Holmes, this does not include the Green 

in front of the Church which the PC owns and the triangle of land outside Frankie and Bennys on the 

Hardwick, this piece has been retained by Hanby Holmes.  Rights are held in registers at County Hall and 

following a successful common rights holders meeting in April, these records are being brought up to date.  

The aim is to retain the commons for amenities and grazing.  There is a problem with dogs, the CROW 

action states there is a right for them to walk but be kept on a lead between 1
st
 March and 31

st
 July each 

year.  Signage is planned to go up to inform users of the common and make them aware to respect the 

wildlife area.  Peter has met with Cllr J Fuller (the new Common Reeve) to see what work needs to be 

done.  Peter stated that there is no income from the commons, but he wishes to improve them wherever 

possible.  There is an initiative by the Norfolk Wildlife Trust to carry out surveys of the commons which 

has been supported by the PC, Mary Jackman said that the scouts/guides could assist with this. 

 

10. Ideas Session – Comments from Parishioners were as follows; 

- Suggestion of owl boxes, Mary said these are easy to make and again the scouts/guides could help. 

- It was asked if any more trees would be planted, Peter said this is always being monitored. 



 

 

- The issue of dog bins was discussed with a request for one to be placed at the end of Illington Lane, 

this will be added to the agenda for the June PC meeting. 

- Signage on Illington Lane, this will be added to the agenda for the June meeting. 

- Cllr Yallop explained the situation of the bus routes being stopped in the village and asked County Cllr 

Middleton if he could help.  Cllr Middleton said he would look into the matter. 

- Cllr Dobbing suggested a traffic light system on the common gates as people are unsure when to close 

the gates.  Cllr J Fuller and Peter Lemon said they would look into this or something similar. 

- A parishioner asked for an update on the work on the SDA site.  This had been covered in the 

chairman’s report by Cllr Morrish. 

- The latest update on the fire at Manor Farm is that the site is still too hot to analyse. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.05pm and refreshments were served. 

 

Signed …………………………………………………………………..         xxth May 2017 


