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North Runcton Parish Council 

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 12th November 2013 
Present: - 
Cllr. J Leamon (Chair, Bor. Cllr.), Cllr, R Morrish (Vice-Chair), Cllr D Eakins, Cllr. F Leamon, Cllr. A Towler, Cllr. 
B Houchen,  Cllr. R Markham, Cllr. P Yates and Cllr. J Fuller. 
 
1. Apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and accepted from Bor. Cllr. Mr P Foster. 
 

2. Declaration of interest / dispensations in items on the Agenda. 
Cllr J Leamon declared her personal interests with reference to her position as Member of the Borough 

Council Planning Committee and Member of the East of Ouse, Polver and Nar Internal Drainage Board 

with reference to items 16 and 13 respectively. 

3. County and Borough Councillors Matters, PCSOs Report 
Mrs Leamon, in her capacity as Bor. Cllr., advised that the LDF consultation had ended in October and 
that the various comments and supporting material were now being collated and organised. There is no 
indication as yet when the decision will be made public. The Clerk advised that land was still being 
submitted for consideration right up to the end of the public consultation period so won’t necessarily 
have been included in the printed consultation documents. However, any new land added will have to 
be included in the next part of the consultation process. 
 

4. Public Participation – All Members of the Public Welcome – 15 mins Session 
A query was raised as to whether a planning application had been submitted for the mineral extraction 
currently taking place in North Runcton as it appears that the original boundaries for the extraction have 
been exceeded. This will be followed up with the planning department at Norfolk County Council. 
In the absence of Cllr. Coke, the Clerk updated the Councillors on the current position regarding the 
proposed incinerator. A recent proposal to scrap the plans for the incinerator had been rejected by only 
2 votes at NCC. However, the PFI funding has been withdrawn by central government as the UK is 
currently hitting the target set by EU legislation in regard to landfill. Therefore, it is thought, as there is 
no requirement for another incinerator, that the Secretary of State’s decision, due early in the new year, 
may well be to refuse planning permission for the construction of the incinerator. 
 

5. To Approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th October 2013 
The Clerk noted that Cllr. Eakins name had been omitted in error from the minutes and following this 
minor correction Cllr Yates proposed that the minutes be agreed as a true record. This was seconded by 
Cllr F Leamon and agreed by all. 
 

6. To Report Only on any Matters Arising from the Minutes 
Cllr Markham advised that in order to raise the funds to assist with the refurbishment of the war 
memorial, 250 envelopes would need to be purchased ready to be distributed locally. The request for 
finance will be included on the next agenda. 
  

7. Common land – the Council will consider a proposal regarding the North Runcton Common. 
Cllr Morrish advised that North Runcton Common could become a County Wildlife Site although at 
present is has not been surveyed. This distinction could help protect against future 
planning/development proposals and perhaps could assist with obtaining funding for future projects. 
However, it was also noted that the owners of the land would need to be approached for permission 
and that consideration would also need to be given to any effect on the grazing rights. It was agreed 
that further information should be obtained before considering this option further and that discussions 
with the landowner and current grazing rights owners should take place. 
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8. Dog Waste Bins – the Council will consider the cost of four new dog waste bins and decide whether 
to purchase. 
In a previous meeting the purchase of four additional dog waste bins had been agreed in principle. 
However, when the costings for purchase and installation were considered it became apparent that the 
costs would be far greater than those estimated at the last meeting. The Clerk advised the Councillors 
that Parish spending would need to be kept within budget or, alternatively, the Councillors would need 
to consider increasing the level of precept to cover the proposed purchases. Cllr Markham proposed 
that the purchase of the dog bins be considered at the January meeting so that it could be included in 
2014/15 budget. This was agreed by all. 
 

9. Notice boards for common land – the Council will consider information from NCC about the current 
wording on notices at the commons and the cost of new notice boards. 
It was acknowledged that the current signage on the gates is now not strictly accurate following various 
policy and law changes. A potential cost of £305.00 per gate (notice each sides) had been provided to 
re-word and customise new signs to fit each gate. 
At this point Cllr J Leamon suspended Standing Order to allow comments from the public. 
Mr J Fuller suggested that notices should only be displayed where needed i.e. areas generally with 
access available to the public. He also advised that he had cleaned the existing notices to make them 
more legible. 
Cllr. J Fuller advised that a metal backing for signs could be made which could significantly lower the 
costs. The Clerk is to obtain quotes for this option to be considered at the next meeting. 
Cllr J Leamon then reinstated Standing Orders. 
 

10. Grit bins – the Council will consider buying stickers to provide information regarding the grit bins to 
ensure that the Council suffers no liability. 
There has been recent correspondence from an insurance company advising Councils who have 
provided grit bins to take certain actions to ensure that they do not become liable for a claim for injury 
or loss if a member of the public uses the grit in the grit bins. In order to do this, it was advised that 
Councils make it clear that they have provided the grit bin only, parishioners should use it at their own 
risk, the grit is not for personal use and that, should a refill be required, Norfolk County Council should 
be contacted. The Clerk advised that there is only one grit bin in the parish which would require a 
sticker providing at a cost of £5.00. It was agreed to go ahead on this basis. 
 

11. The Green – the Council will consider two quotations for spraying the village green to remove weeds. 
There were two quotations received from CGM and Kew Grasscare. The Councillors opted for the 
quotation provided by Kew Grasscare and also decided to request that the spraying take place in the 
spring and also for a quote to cut the grass, weather permitting. 
 

12. Correspondence received – see attached schedule. 
NCC has made further funding available for Highway improvements in Parishes in the 2014/15 financial 
year and will provide 50% of the cost of an agreed project suggested by the parish e.g. footpaths, 
trods, vehicle activated signs etc. This was noted.  

 
13. Neighbourhood Plan – the Council will hear a progress report. 

A planning application for the proposed Hardwick Green development has been submitted but as it 
has not yet been validated, comments cannot be made at this time. The Neighbourhood Plan 
Committee is meeting with Hopkins Homes to obtain more information about the proposed 
development.  
Cllr Morrish reported that there have been some comments back from the RTPI Planning Aid Officer on 
the draft Neighbourhood Plan, however, these will not require the plan to be amended significantly 
and will not delay production, although other matters may do so.  
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14. Funding for carbon footprint assessment – the Council will consider recent communication from the 
Borough regarding the remaining balance of funding left following the commission of the carbon 
footprint assessment. 
A grant of £15,000.00 was received in the 2012/13 financial year from the Borough Council in respect of 
the carbon footprint assessment obtained in connection with the proposed incinerator construction. 
The actual cost, via Eunomia, for the assessment was £12,348.92 leaving a surplus of £2,651.08. The 
Clerk confirmed that the surplus must be returned to the Borough Council to be added back to its 
incinerator fund. 
 

15. Highways – the Council will discuss any Highways issues and consider reports from NCC Highways 
regarding previous raised issues. 
The Clerk advised that an updated list of identified works will be circulated to the Councillors. 
 

16. Planning 
a) Applications to consider 
 N/A 
 
b) Decisions received from BCKLWN / NCC 
 N/A 
 
c)  Any applications considered between meetings. 
 N/A 
 

17. Finance 
 

Mrs K Senter Clerk’s salary BACS £ 203.89 

HMRC PAYE BACS £ 102.00 

NALC Councillor Training 101005 £ 35.00 

CGM Grounds maintenance 101003 £ 67.27 

   £ 408.16 

 
The Clerk advised that the £35.00 for Councillor training for Cllr Yates had not been included on the agenda 
but the expense had been previously agreed so could be paid. 
Cllr Markham proposed that the payments be agreed and paid. This was seconded by Cllr Fuller and agreed 
by all. 
 
18. Items for report of future agenda only. 

War memorial 
Website 
 

19. Resolve to exclude the press and the public in light of the following item of a sensitive nature. 
Cllr Markham proposed that the press and the public be excluded and Cllr Fuller seconded this. All 
agreed. 
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20. School Road – the Council will discuss the on-going access rights over School Road. 
After some discussion, the Council came to a resolution on this issue.  
NB. The Clerk subsequently sought legal advice on the decision and it was recommended that the 
Council revisit the issue following advice from the Solicitor. This will be undertaken at the December 
meeting.  
 

21. Dates of forthcoming meetings in 2013: - 
The following meeting dates were agreed: - 10th December. 
 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed.  
 
 
 
 
Signed …………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 10th December 2013 
 


